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I. Dryer Vent Policy Purpose 

 
1. Establish consistent application of requirements for dryer vent modifications or additions within Natick 

Green. 

 

2. Limit financial exposure of Natick Green Condominium Trust in regard to dryer vent modifications within 

Natick Green. 

 

3. Limit any negative Insurance impact due to dryer vent modifications within Natick Green upon the “Master 

Fire” and like policies purchased by Natick Green Condominium Trust from time to time. 

 

4. Provide approved plans and specifications (the “Plans”) for venting all dryers that are required to be vented 

per the Massachusetts Building Code revised as of January 2010. 
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II. Dryer with Vent to Exterior  
 

 

1. Units on Post Oak Lane and the Units at 9 Silver Hill Lane, 11 Silver Hill Lane, 50 Silver Hill Lane and 52 

Silver Hill Lane are vented to the exterior by design at the time of original construction. 

 

2. Dryer vent maintenance, and all costs associated therewith, is the responsibility of the Unit Owner. 

 

3. Dryer Vents shall be cleaned at intervals not to exceed 24 months. Evidence of such cleaning shall be 

provided to Natick Green in a timely manner. 

 

4. Violation of these Section II requirements may subject the Unit Owner to fines. 

 

5. Modifications per Section IV. 

 

 

 

III. Dryer with NO Vent to Exterior 

 
1. Dryers shall be: 

a. “listed and labeled condensing (ductless) clothes dryers” (MA 780 CMR 6501) 

b. approved by the Building Inspector for the Town of Natick. 

 

2. No dryer may be vented into any Common Area or space including attics. 

 

3. Operation of any dryer using a “dryer vent kit” to terminate the dryer vent output line is a violation of the 

Massachusetts Building Code and the Rules and Regulations of Natick Green Condominium. 

 

4. Violation of these Section III requirements may subject the Unit Owner to fines. 

 

5. Modifications per Section IV. 

 

 

 

IV. Dryer Vent Modifications or Additions 

 
Plans/Approvals 

1. Installation or modification of dryer venting that conforms with the Plans herein may be commenced upon 

written notice to Natick Green which includes the following: 

a. Contractor information 

b. Contractor Insurance certificate acceptable to Natick Green Condominium 

c. Building Permit Issued by the Town of Natick  

d. Execution of the LETTER AGREEMENT – DRYER VENTS available from Natick Green 

 

2. NO FIREWALL PENETRATIONS are permitted in any attic or otherwise. 

 

3. NO ROOF PENETRATIONS are permitted except in limited cases as may be specified in the Plans that are 

part of this Policy. 

 

4. No vent modification or addition shall exhaust into any enclosed Common Area or space. 
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IV. Dryer Vent Modifications or Additions (cont’d) 

 
5. No vent shall include any branch or “wye” connection. 

 

6. All costs of any modification or addition shall be borne by the Unit Owner including any damages to 

Common Area elements or other Units. 

 

7. The Unit Owner shall be billed for Maintenance time at standard rates. 

 

8. The Unit Owner shall execute the LETTER AGREEMENT – DRYER VENTS upon approval of the 

proposed changes. 

 

9. Unit Owner is responsible to deliver a signed-off copy of the Building Permit to Natick Green within 10 

days of completion of venting work. 

 
10. All sheetrock penetrations shall be completely sealed with plaster/gypsum compound. 

 

11. All exterior wall penetrations shall be made watertight with silicone caulk. 

 

12. All existing utilities, ducts, ridge vents. eves and soffits in any Common Area shall remain undisturbed and 

unmodified. 

 

13. The existing building insulation “envelope” shall be maintained. 

 

14. Director of Maintenance shall inspect and sign off completion of any modification or addition.  

Documented deficiencies shall be corrected at Unit Owner’s expense in a timely and workmanlike 

manner. 

 

NOTE: Any proposed Vent Plan that deviates from the approved Plans herein shall be 

subject to review and approval by Natick Green and the Building Department of the Town 

of Natick. 

 

 



 
Natick Green Condominium Trust 

 

Dryer Vent Policy 
 

November 16, 2010        Rev 2010-4 

 

Page 4 of 24 

 

V. Dryer Vent Plans 
 

1. Each dryer vent installed under this Policy shall conform to the length and routing specified in the Dryer 

Plan (latest revision) for the appropriate Style of Unit at Natick Green being modified. For purposes of this 

paragraph, “Style” shall also include the available exterior exit point(s) for dryer ductwork. 

 

2. “Mirror image” units (from the Plans) may utilize the same Plan with the installation mirror imaged as 

appropriate.  

 

3. Dryer Vent Plans are available for the following Unit Styles: 

 

Unit Type and Style Quantity Plan Number/Comment 

Large 1 Bedroom 1 Bath 

Style A-1 Corner/End Units Not Top Floor 8  Plan A-1   Page 15 

Style A-2 Corner/End Units Top Floor 16 Plan A-2   Page 16 

Style A-3 Middle Units Not Top Floor 22  Plan A-3 **  Page 17 

Style A-4 Middle Units Top Floor 2  Plan A-4   Page 18 

2 Bedroom 1 Bath 

Style B-1 End Unit Not Top Floor 22  Plan B-1 **  Page 19 

Style B-2 End Unit Top Floor 22  Plan B-2   Page 20 

Small 2 Bedroom 2 Bath 

Style C-1 Not Top Floor 10  Plan C-1 **  Page 21 

Style C-2 Top Floor 8  Plan C-2   Page 22 

2 Bedroom 1 1/2 Bath Townhouse 

Style D-1 End Units 6  Plan D-1   Page 23 

Style D-2 Middle Units 8  Plan D-2   Page 24 

Large 2 bedroom 2 Bath (Style F) all Vented at construction 

Small 1 bedroom 1 Bath (Style G) all Vented at construction 

 

** Note: Electrically operated Booster Fan is required due to duct long Equivalent Length. 

 

See Appendix B for Vent Plan Drawings. 
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V. Dryer Vent Plans (cont’d) 

 
4. Dryer Vent Plans under this Policy utilize components with specific characteristics to achieve acceptable 

safe venting performance. These Appurtenances are shown in Appendix A and include: 

a.  4” aluminum rigid duct 

b. 10” radius smooth finish 90 degree 4” elbow 

c. 4” standard duct elbow 

d. Self-adhesive metal tape  

e. Wall Cap or Roof Cap vent hood with damper 

f. Bird Screen (except Roof Cap installations) 

g. 4” Flexible aluminum duct (“Transition Duct”) 

h. 4” Worm Drive Clamp 

i. Booster Fan 

 

 

 

VI. Dryer Vent Plan Overview  
 

1. Massachusetts Building Code 

a. Maximum Equivalent Length 25’ exclusive of Transition Duct to dryer 

i. De-rate Length 5 feet for each standard 90-degree elbow 

ii. De-rate Length 1.5 feet for 10” radius smooth finish 90 degree elbow 

iii. Add Booster Fan if length exceeded 

 

b. Duct Material 

i. 4” Aluminum stove pipe 

ii. Metal Tape seal of joints (no screws/rivets) 

 

c. Duct Mounting 

i. Boxed Soffit (see Figure 1) or metal strapping in attic common area 

ii. 1/2” Sheetrock 

 

d. Building Duct Exit 

i. Weatherproof Cap with minimum 4” circular opening area 

ii. Silicone caulk 

 

e. Booster Fan (when required by Plan) 

i. Rated Fan for minimum 60-ft equivalent run length 

ii. AC power off existing circuit 

iii. Pressure Switch on-off control 

iv. “Remote Fan” Label at Dryer location 

 

f. Condensate Drain (when Booster Fan is installed) 

i. To existing washer stand pipe drain, or 

 

g. Transition Duct (Wall Vent connection to Dryer) 

i. Flex Aluminum, 4” 

ii. Secured with 4” Worm Drive Clamps 
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VII. Notes to Plan Drawings  
 (see Appurtenance documentation in Appendix A): 

 
A    -  90 Degree 10” Radius Elbow, Smooth Finish =1.5’ Duct vs. std 90 Degree 4” Elbow 

 

B    -  Wall Cap or Roof Cap 4”, with Damper, no screen 

 

 

C    -  Bird Screen  

Deflecto Supurr-Guard Louvered Vent Hood with built-in Bird and Rodent Guard, 4" diameter, or 

Equiv. 

 

D    -  Booster Fan (110V, 50W 0.5A) 

 

E    -  Condensate Drain (when Booster Fan is installed) 

1/4” tubing connected to drain 

 

F    -  “Remote Fan” Label  

Must be located within six feet of the duct connection to the Transition Duct 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G    -  Worm Drive Clamp, 4” 

 

 

 

 

 

Boxed Soffit Construction 

 Surrounds 4” Duct with minimum distance from ceiling/wall 

 Minimum clearance from finish floor 72” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Existing Ceiling/Wall 

4 1/2” 

4” Rigid Vent 

8” 
Figure 1 

This dryer exhaust system is equipped with 

a remotely located booster fan. 
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 VII. Notes to Plan Drawings (cont’d) 
 
 “1

st
 Floor” –  distance from ceiling: (ceiling to dryer vertical duct connection) 

  10-inch Elbow 

  4’ aluminum stove pipe (4”) 

Ends approximately 3’ off finish floor, 48” Transition Duct -  

4” flex aluminum connection to Dryer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10” Radius Elbow 

Smooth Finish 

   A 

Equivalent Length: 1’ 6” 

 

Clamp   G 

Clamp   G   at Dryer exhaust outlet 

4’ Rigid Stove Pipe, 4” 

    

48” Aluminum Flex, 4” 

    
Transition Duct 

to Dryer 

Figure 2 
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VIII. Appendix A – Appurtenances 
 

a. 4” aluminum rigid duct 

Standard building supply item 

 

b. 10” radius smooth finish 90 degree 4” elbow  Page 9 

 

c. 4” standard duct elbow 

Standard building supply item 

 

d. Self-adhesive metal tape  

Standard building supply item 

 

e. Wall Cap vent hood with damper 4” 

Standard building supply item 

 

Roof Cap vent hood with damper 4”  Page 10 

 

f. Bird Screen (except Roof Cap installations)  Page 11 

 

g. 4” Flexible aluminum duct (“Transition Duct”)  Page 12 

 

h. 4” Worm Drive Clamp     Page 13 

 

i. Booster Fan     Page 14 



 
Natick Green Condominium Trust 

 

Dryer Vent Policy 
 

November 16, 2010        Rev 2010-4 

 

Page 9 of 24 

 

Appendix A – Appurtenances - 10” radius smooth finish 90 degree 4” elbow 
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Appendix A – Appurtenances - Roof Cap vent hood with damper 4” 
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Appendix A – Appurtenances - Bird Screen  
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Appendix A – Appurtenances - 4” Flexible aluminum duct 
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Appendix A – Appurtenances - 4” Worm Drive Clamp 
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Appendix A – Appurtenances – Booster Fan 
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Appendix B – Vent Plan Drawings 
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Appendix B – Vent Plan Drawings (cont’d) 
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Appendix B – Vent Plan Drawings (cont’d) 
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Appendix B – Vent Plan Drawings (cont’d) 
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Appendix B – Vent Plan Drawings (cont’d) 
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Appendix B – Vent Plan Drawings (cont’d) 
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Appendix B – Vent Plan Drawings (cont’d) 
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Appendix B – Vent Plan Drawings (cont’d) 
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Appendix B – Vent Plan Drawings (cont’d) 

 


